Mastertons from Culross

John Masterton married Christian Drysdale - 1764, Culross

Logic behind selection of John Masterton, husband, from within the records

(contained in email from Gordon Masterton to Marion Davie – 29th March 2008)

I've had a look over my print-outs from “scotlandspeople” indexes and, concentrating on Catherines or Katherines born to a father John Masterton, found no other candidates.

Turning to which "John" married Christian Drysdale in 1765, the other possible "John" births (between say 1700 and 1745) for Fife, Stirling or Lothians (ie discounting the farther flung Mastertons) are:

John Masterston - b 12 5 1717, Edinburgh
John Masterton - b 23 9 1701, Edinburgh
John Masterton -b 12 10 1718, Culross
John Masterton - b 22 2 1722, Dunfermline
John Masterton - b 9 Oct 1735, Dunfermline (see the "Dunfermline (4)" tree), son of Richard Masterton and Katherine Baxter
John Masterton -b 26 9 1736, Dunfermline, son of James Masterton and Elspet Drysdale
John Masterton -b 12 3 1737, Bathgate
John Masterton - b 25 6 1738, Culross, son of David Masterton and Helen Ruthven
John Masterton - b 17 8 1747, Edinburgh, son of John Masterton and Jean Mackie (I wonder if this is a misrecording of your George Masterton/Jane Mackie married in 1745?)
John Masterton - b 8 1 1749, Airth
John Mastertone - b 9 11 1718, Falkirk
John Mastertone, b 6 12 1730, Falkirk
John Mastertone - b 22 4 1733, Culross, son of John Masterton and Kathrine Makfarlane
John Mastertoun -b 4 10 1702, Culross, son of David Mastertoun and Bessie Stephenson
John Mastertoun -b 23 12 1711, Beath
John Mastertoun -b 28 5 1713, Edinburgh
John Mastertoun -b 24 7 1720, Kirkliston
John Mastertown -b 16 10 1717, Dunfermline

John is unlikely to have been born, say, more than 10 years before Christian, so I think we can rank births earlier than 1729 as low probability. 

On a probability basis, (although not guaranteed!) one would also prefer Culross over the others. 

We're then talking about a choice between the John born in 1733 and the one born in 1738.

Although I have John, born 1738 marrying Christian Drysdale, because they were closest in ages, and had a daughter Helen, I'm now having second thoughts. Here's why:

If one looks at the Scottish naming pattern, you'd expect the first son of John and Christian to be named after grandfather David. But there are no Davids in their family. This is unusual.


The three brothers of this John - Alexander, William and Adam - all named their first son David. 

I'd initially assumed that daughter Helen would be named after grandmother Helen, confirming the link to Helen Ruthven, but there's another explanation that also fits perfectly well if John Masterton and Katherine Macfarlane are the grandparents:

Since both grandmothers would then be Katherine, the next choice for female daughter would normally be the mother (Christian), used for the next daughter, or the mother's eldest sister (Helen).  So the Helen name could have come from Helen Drysdale rather than Helen Ruthven.

After Adam (named after Adam Drysdale) the next son would be the father's eldest brother. If grandparents were David Masterton and Helen Ruthven that would be Alexander; If grandparents are John Masterton and Katherine MacFarlane, that would be George - and it is!

Finally, next daughter would be either mother's second sister (but we've run out of them) or father's eldest sister.  If grandparents were David and Helen that would be Elizabeth. If grandparents were John and Katherine that would be Jean - and it is!

Also, two of the other sons of David Masterton and Helen Ruthven, Alexander and Adam, became blacksmiths. I think it's more likely that the sons follow the father's occupation and I don’t think it was usual for blacksmiths and weavers to be brothers in the same family. 

John Masterton, weaver, would be 59 at the time of daughter Catherine's marriage to John Davie. A good age for that time, but still quite credible. 

So, the absence of a son named David, and the inclusion of George and Jean and the fact that John was a weaver not a blacksmith, suggests to me that on basis of Scottish Naming pattern, the John who married Christian Drysdale, despite a 6 year age gap, would more probably be the son of John Masterton and Katherine Macfarlane. If that's so, I'd need to change my Culross tree!  John Masterton, son of David and Helen, born 1738 would then become an "orphan" in my tree.

I've copied this to my fellow researcher in America, David Masterton, because this deduction matches David's original chart for this family.  If we all agree, on the balance of probability, I'll happily make the change. I'm almost convinced already unless you can spot a flaw.

Let me know what you think. 

Gordon

